The issue of mandating domestic fite protection
sprinkler systems in new residential one and two
fatnily dwellings has been and continues to be the
subject of heated debate( no pun intended) ovet
tecent years.

As the debating goes on, countless residential fires
tragically claim the lives of Americans.

Is a focused effort to study this matter in New Jer-

sey and render objective and viable conclusions, the
Master Plan Committee of the New Jersey State Fire
Commission focused on gathering accurate and rele-
vant data regarding the number of fires in residential
structutes, the proximate cause of such fites, and the
impact in terms of loss of life and property.

The committee concluded upon weighing the bene-

fits vs cost installation to supportt mandating tesi-
dential sprinklers in new 18 2 family dwellings.

_m.und.bmm with children, senior citizens, and those with
limited mobility skills have special fite protection needs.

mﬁmmmn.num indicate that these residents face evacuation
challenges fot a vatiety of reasons.

>nnoﬁ.¢.3.m to the census buteau, the eldetly population
will more than double between now and 2050.

M ost of this growth is starting NOW with the “baby
boomers” beginning to enter elderly years.

The installation of residential sprinklers, coupled with
eatly warning smoke detectors reduces the risk of fatalities
in home fires by 82%. Sprinklers put water on flames im-
mediately, controlling ot extinguishing the fite in time to
save lives and property.

New Jersey Residential 1&2 Family
Fire Facts

Statistics:
Residential Fires 2007 45,641
Property Damage $1,375,532.00
Civilian Deaths 79

Fire fighter Fatalities 2

Summarization

”—.n..ﬁm kills mote people in the U.S than all disasters
combined each year

Residential fires cause excessive propetty damage,
family displacement, and death.

Each year we lose an average of 100 firefighters

. Residential sprinklers buy time, save lives, and

reduce cost associated with fire damage.

mmﬁ.nEnwm can NEVER replace the courageous

firefighters in New Jersey, but sprinklers can cer-
tainly enhance their arsenal of defense.

Play the Odds............

T'he TRIFECTA of home fire safety is the
combination of working smoke alarms,
a well rehearsed family escape plan
and residential sprinklers.
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